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Payment Standards for Rental Assistance 
New Contracts: Effective 10/1/2025 
Annuals, Interims, and Rent Adjustments: Effective 1/1/2026 

 

Payment Standards for 2026 have been updated!  

What are Payment Standards?  
The Payment Standard is the maximum amount of rental assistance a family can receive and is based on 
the area s fair market rents (FMRs)  and funding from the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD). 

• This is not the maximum rent that landlords can charge. 
• This is the maximum amount of rental assistance a family can receive, but the actual amount a 

family receives will vary based on the family s income and the specific unit they choose. 

Please note: The amount of rent a landlord charges must be reasonable  compared to similar unassisted 
rental units in the neighborhood with similar amenities. 

What are Small Area Fair Market Rents (SAFMRs)? 
SAFMRs are average rent amounts based on the size of the rental unit (e.g., one-bedroom, two-bedroom) 
in specific zip codes. They help determine the amount of rental assistance families can receive, ensuring 
that the assistance better matches the actual rent costs in different neighborhoods. Fresno Housing uses 
SAFMRs to set Payment Standards for zip codes within Fresno County (see chart below). For all other zip 
codes, the Agency uses traditional FMRs.  

Payment Standards by Zip Code (SAFMRs)  
These charts show the Payment Standards for zip codes in Fresno County.  

• The top chart lists the zip codes using SAFMRs 

• The smaller chart applies to all other zip codes in Fresno County.   

These Payment Standards are designed to allow families access to modest, decent, safe and sanitary 
housing options across various neighborhoods within the City & County of Fresno.  
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